
 

TRESTLETREE UNITED TENANTS ASSOCIATION 
 
June 25, 2026 
 
Robert Selby, President 
Sky Hasan, Land Use and Zoning Committee Chair 
Grant Park Neighborhood Association 
via email to president@gpna.org and luz@gpna.org  
 
Dear Robert, Sky, and Members of Grant Park Neighborhood Association (GPNA): 
  
Thank you for facilitating additional information sharing with the Trestletree Village Residents, 
about Wingate’s proposed redevelopment of both the north and south properties. I write to you 
all as the President of Trestletree Village Tenants Association, in existence since 2018 as a 
forum for all Residents to voice concerns and respond to any issues needing collective action. I 
have been a Resident of the north property for nearly 18 years. 
  
Feedback from Residents thus far is that while a few individuals had generally heard of the 
proposal, until last week, collectively we had no substantive information about the 
redevelopment proposals and the various related local decision-making processes that will 
directly impact our lives. This includes our desire to safely raise our families and our hope to 
maintain close ties within our immediate Trestletree community as well as with the greater Grant 
Park community. 
  
While we wish it could have occurred sooner in the process, we as a Tenants Association feel 
that the information shared by Wingate directly to us and indirectly to GPNA does provide 
adequate information for Residents to form opinions on their proposal. As GPNA’s values 
include Embracing Diversity and Building Community, we truly hope you will consider voting with 
our interests in mind as we are your neighbors living in community with you and with similar 
goals in life as you. 
  
Many Residents have lived at Trestletree Village for decades. Despite the rhetoric presented by 
Wingate and others that Trestletree living conditions are appalling, we generally disagree. 
Though perhaps they are very different from how many GPNA members live, we also value our 
greenspace, our patios and stoops where we gather to catch up after a long day and watch our 
kids play, our playgrounds and basketball courts that are close by and safe for our families to 
use, and the ample parking, particularly for elderly residents, those with mobility impairments, 
and families with small kids who would be negatively affected by a major reduction in parking 
and distance from the proposed redevelopment. These are only several of many other 
reasonable concerns Residents have expressed within our Association meetings.  
​
Certainly we welcome improvements at Trestletree, but definitely not at the expense of these 
crucial quality-of-life items. Requiring property management, both current and potential future, 

 



 

comply with federal, state, and local regulations to ensure safe, clean, and accessible facilities 
such as laundry as an example, would be a welcome improvement. 
  
To GPNA’s specific voting items at the upcoming Land Use and Zoning Committee and the 
General Body meetings, the consensus of our Tenants Association is as follows: 
  
Item 1: Trestletree Village Tenants Association does not support permanently relocating all 
current residents from the North Parcel (Grant Park) to the South Parcel (Ormewood Park). 
  
Item 2: Trestletree Village Tenants Association does not support Wingate’s proposal to 
consolidate all affordable and Section 8 housing units into dedicated buildings on a single 
parcel, rather than integrating them into a mixed-income housing model. 
  
Through personal discussions with and among Residents and assembling together as the 
Tenants Association to share information, concerns, and develop this consensus on GPNA’s 
voting items, Residents are very open to engaging collaboratively with Wingate to co-create a 
redevelopment option that preserves our needs and goals and centers our collective humanity. 
Though Wingate’s corporate communication indicates it’s not feasible – financially or otherwise  
- we remain hopeful of that future possibility. We insist on being treated with respect and dignity 
throughout this process.  
 
We deeply appreciate the opportunity to be heard in this decision as the most directly impacted. 
I welcome any questions. 
  
Regards, 
  
TRESTLETREE UNITED TENANTS ASSOCIATION 
  

Velissa Sims 
  
Velissa Sims, President 
trestletreeresidents@gmail.com 
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